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he publication of this extraordinary volume,
titled “I?iUo", marks a special moment for the Ford
Foundation International Fellowships Program (IFP)
in Thailand. For more than a decade, many people
both inside and outside the Kingdom have worked to
realize the vision and promise of this unique endeavor.
As this book appears, with its images, memories and
personal stories, it prompts reflection on how the IFP

program began, along with assessment of its lessons

and impacts.

IFP was funded in 2001 by a $280 million grant, the largest single donation in the Ford
Foundation’s history. The program was intended to provide postgraduate fellowships to individuals from
social sectors that typically lacked access to advanced education, in countries outside the United States
where the Foundation had long-standing activities. In 2006, the Foundation pledged up to $75 million in
additional funds, allowing IFP to award more than 800 fellowships beyond its original projections.

Over the past decade, the program enabled 4,318 emerging social justice leaders from Asia,
Africa the Middle East, Latin America, and Russia to pursue advanced degrees at nearly 650 universities
in almost 50 countries. By late 2012, more than 3,800 Fellows had completed their advanced degree
programs in development-related fields. 82% are working in their home countries to improve the lives and
livelihoods of those around them, and many of the rest are studying for additional advanced degrees or
working in international organizations. The final group of Fellows enrolled in universities around the world
will complete their studies by the end of 2013.



IFP was founded with the premise that extending higher education opportunities to leaders from
disadvantaged communities would help further social justice and advance the Ford Foundation’s mission
to strengthen democratic values, reduce poverty and injustice, promote international cooperation and
advance human achievement. IFP would aim to demonstrate that an international scholarship program
could help build leadership for social justice and thus contribute to broader social change.

Here in Thailand and in fact everywhere | travel, people have asked, quite rightly, “Why is the
program ending? If it is so great why wouldn’t the Ford Foundation continue it?” | like to reply with some
reflection on history: IFP was created at the beginning of a new millennium. The Ford Foundation Board
of Trustees sought to launch a significant program in the international arena, one that would illustrate the
foundation’s global commitments. Yet IFP was not cast as an education program per se. It is important to
remember that IFP was defined as a program that would seek leadership for societies in the new century;
it would be cross-sectoral, working across all the fields of the Ford Foundation’s interest. It would have
a defined beginning and ending—its own life cycle— with a substantial funding commitment sufficient to
realize its goals. At the end of its life cycle, IFP would stand as a model and a set of lessons for others
who shared similar goals and values.

IFP was implemented in 22 countries around the world under the leadership of one specially
chosen International Partner (IP) organization in each country. IP organizations developed techniques,
experiences and insights that brought IFP to life in their local settings, building and negotiating the
program’s ultimate contours within IFP’s global goals and policies. Here in Thailand, the Asian Scholarship
Foundation (ASF) has been at the center of IFP’s work and its successful outcomes.

In establishing the selection criteria for IFP, we deliberately chose not to apply a universal
definition of “marginalization,” instead charging each participating country to study, assess and define
priority target groups in the context of local educational systems, cultures and histories. Early on, IFP and ASF
decided that recruitment of fellows would take place in the Isaan region, where significant concentrations
of disadvantage and exclusion could be found. ASF staff and advisors visited Isaan and considered a
broad range of socioeconomic and demographic criteria in designing the selection process, including
poverty measures, place of birth, current residence, parents’ education, family structure, and occupation.
They analyzed experiences of social exclusion based on group identity (ethnicity, religion) along with
gender-based discrimination, physical disability, and political factors such as armed conflict or forced

migration.



Applicants for the IFP fellowship were assessed along the dimension of socio-economic
disadvantage, and then scored for three other major selection criteria: academic achievement, social
commitment, and leadership potential. Short-listed candidates were interviewed, allowing personal
histories to emerge and with them, certain intangible details that underlined the value of ‘social merit’ as
a worthwhile consideration alongside merit defined in more conventional academic terms. Final decisions
were vested in a Selection Committee of trusted figures representing varied social sectors and
professional fields. Neither Ford Foundation staff nor the International Partners themselves made
selection decisions.

ASF’s vision and leadership were essential in achieving successful results in the selection of
fellows in Thailand, and in all the stages of the fellowship process that followed. Adopting principles
of decentralized implementation and local decision-making reflected IFP’s belief that a ‘one size fits all’
approach was not compatible with the program’s global reach. A commitment to flexibility and inclusion
allowed IFP to chart new territory in shaping a model that differs from other international scholarships in
important ways. Consider the following:

By choosing not to have an age ceiling for applicants, IFP opened opportunities for people at
different life stages. It did not require applicants to have prior university admission in hand, but instead
assisted selected fellows in identifying appropriate academic options. Those options widened because
IFP fellowships were portable, and could be used in countries around the world; in addition, fellows could
opt for enroliments in home country institutions if personal circumstances required it. Fellows studied in a
wide range of disciplines and were not limited to a predetermined list of priority fields.

Looking at the results of IFP Thailand today, we celebrate the 88 outstanding individuals who
were selected as IFP Fellows, some of whom are featured in this volume. These men and women embody
IFP’s ultimate goals in their talent, courage, capacity as social change agents, and in their visions for
a just and equitable society in Thailand’s Northeast, their Isaan home. They come from 20 different
provinces and have contrasting life stories, but they all articulate a vision that links their post-graduate
degree experiences to their social justice goals. They are engaged in a broad range of fields, from education
and health to environmental science and the arts, yet all have something to say about communities,
development, and shaping a better future for their home region. They are using their new skills and training



to address serious, long-term challenges in Thailand, such as sustainable agriculture, HIV/AIDS, gender
equity, freedom of expression, or citizen participation in governance. They went in different directions— to
the United States, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, the Philippines, New Zealand—to pursue
advanced knowledge, or they remained in Thailand to earn their degrees. And now, despite the many
demands of their professional and personal lives, these returned Fellows have built and contributed to the
IFP Thailand Alumni Network (IFP THAN), continuing to share common hopes and support each other’s
dreams.

In looking back at the life span and the outcomes of IFP Thailand, | am proud to see the
talent, energy and commitment of the Fellows and alumni. | wish to acknowledge the dedication and
inspired service of the staff of the Asian Scholarship Foundation, especially Dr. Lourdes G. Salvador and
Mr. Jaruwat Kiatiwongse. | am enormously grateful to them, and to the specialists, academic reviewers,
selection panelists and the ASF Advisory Committee who all have provided insight and guidance as the
program grew and strengthened over its eight rounds of selections.

The goals were met, the outcomes are tangible—and IFP and the Ford Foundation can now say
to the world: “Here it is, our IFP model, our lessons, our achievements. What can we all do to further this
vision joining excellence, equity, and social justice in higher education? How can we extend opportunities
to even more deserving men and women in the future?”

This book is a record of just some of the thousands of people around the world who are carrying

forward IFP’s powerful ideas. Congratulations to IFP Thailand, and to the Asian Scholarship Foundation,

agh Gt

Mary S. Zurbuchen, Ph.D.

Director for Asia and Russia

for shaping this realization of the program’s enduring vision.

Ford Foundation International Fellowships Program, New York
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UK12N81ae | Universities

aiasnsalivnangndy Ussindlne
Chulalongkorn University, Thailand
umangndainersAans Uszmdlng
Kasetsart University, Thailand
umangndaaunny Uszindlna

Khon Kaen University, Thailand
WvAnendeAania UssinAauizewnisni
Clark University, United States of America
UNANENAURALEI UTtnAadInaLAe
University of Canberra, Australia
wnAnendeladude Uszmaauigenidn

Columbia University, United States of America

WNAINENAULAD a1 B8R UssimanALTiug
De La Salle University, The Philippines
umanendaning Uszndlne

Mahidol University, Thailand
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Massey University, New Zealand
umangnduand ausTenunans
University of Leeds, United Kingdom
WUINENRLIBTA ANTITANUNANT
University of Warwick, United Kingdom
UMAnendaATUAsUNgA laa Uszimelne
Srinakharinwirot University, Thailand

ruosuuluds:ine ‘ Organizations in Thailand
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University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands
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Ateneo de Manila University, The Philippines
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University of East Anglia, United Kingdom
wnangndeleledn Uszmaanigenidn

University of lowa, United States of America
NAneNAEEe nenan UszinAauigaiiing
University of Hawaii at Manoa,

United States of America
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Asian Institute of Management (AIM), The Philippines
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Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), Thailand
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National Institute of Development Administration
(NIDA), Thailand
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SIT Graduate Institute, United States of America
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Institute of Housing and Urban Development Studies
(IHS), The Netherlands

A1rauAnIENIINNITNI NN FR (N,
Office of the Civil Service Commission (OCSC)
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AUA Language Center

KuouIulunoWUSOUTD | Partner Organizations
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British Council, United Kingdom
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Institute of International Education (IIE),
United States of America

TAA UsemAnioalaus

Nuffic, The Netherlands
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Center for Educational Exchange with Vietnam (CEEVN),
Vietnam
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Philippine Social Science Council (PSSC),

The Philippines



KUoevUluNTIABaTU | Organizations in Northeastern Thailand
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Provincial City Halls
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Christian Foundation for the Blind in Thailand under the Royal Patronage of H.M. the King, Khon Kaen province
154 38uaaUN1EN S-3 Training M ALRULAL

S-3 Training Services, Khon Kaen Province

Aud IDP Sandnuauwbi

IDP Education Services, Khon Kaen Province

Auitayatasiuianiaimnn damdaunsadan

Local Information Centsr for Development (LICD), Nakhon Ratchasima province
Audnyanenifianguiintas Smdnreuwi

Center for Research on PIu’[aIity in the Mekong Region (CERP), Khon Kaen province
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Mekong Sub-region Social Research Center (MSSRC), Ubon Ratchathani province
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Provincial Public Relation Offices
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Provincial Social Development and Human Security Offices
ATINUANEIUGIRINTA

Provincial Public Health Offices
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